The Physical Setting
the gum arabic acacia which thrives on the sandy soil
and yields valuable crops. There is good grazing and
excellent crops are raised over large areas.
South of the desert and red sand belts the plains of
dark soil extend from the southern part of the Bed Sea
Hills near Kassala westwards across the Sudan, through
the Central Sudan to the southern part of Darfur. The
dark soil extends south to about Latitude 6° N. near the
Abyssinian border, and covers the northern parts of
Mongalla and the Bahr el Ghazal provinces. The soil,
often referred to as cotton soil or badob is typically clayey,
and as a consequence cracks when it dries after the rains.
There is very little drainage from its surface and such
streams as cross it usually depend for their supplies on
more favourable catchment areas. The surface is covered
with grass or savanna forest. Considerable areas are
cultivated and it afiords wide areas of grazing.
The surface of the plain is broken occasionally by
groups of hills which rise from it like islands in a sea.
Granitic hills are fringed by aureoles of red sandy soil
sloping gently up from the plain to the base of the rock
inclining. This red soil has resulted from the gradual
disintegration of the rock. Permanent water supplies, in
the form of wells and also temporary suppHee from storage
tanks, are associated with these hill groups which, probably
since man arrived on the scene, have played important
parts in the human enjoyment of these regions. The
well-drained sandy slopes overlooking the plains afford
favourable sites for villages. Hills formed of rock that
does not readily disintegrate stand up abruptly from the
plain, but even these have played their parts as land-
marks and in throwing off water to fill reservoirs.
In the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan the dark soil in the south
merges  into  the  red soil  of the  humid tropics.   The
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